SENATE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

COMMITTEE: Intergovernmental Relations

TIME & DATE: 10:00 AM, Thursday, April 17, 2014
PLACE: Houston, Texas

CHAIR: Senator Juan Hinojosa

The Senate Committee on Intergovernmental Relations will meet on Thursday,
April 17, 2014 at 10:00 AM, to take invited and public testimony on the
following interim committee charges:

Study and make recommendations to increase transparency in the
authorization, issuance, and appropriation of debt at the local level.
Make recommendations that will increase citizen awareness and
understanding of a local government's fiscal state. Analyze reforms such
as requiring local governments to move bond elections to a uniform date
coinciding with state general elections, and requiring local governments
to publicly post their annual budgets, annual financial reports, and check
registers online. Survey other states' initiatives to increase
transparency in the process of local governments incurring new debt
obligations.

Examine the immediate and long-term fiscal impact that bonds and other
types of obligations issued by local governments have on current and
future generations of taxpayers. Specifically analyze whether local
governments should be required to use ballot language that includes their
current outstanding debt, existing per capita debt, current debt service,
and any increase the ballot measure would have on property taxes. Make
recommendations on additional ballot language that will better inform
voters of their local governments' current and future fiscal states.

The hearing will be held at the following location: The University of
Houston, 4800 Calhoun, University Center, Houston, Texas 77004.

Public testimony will be limited to 3 minutes.




